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of stupidity; it is this, coupled with her lack of tact, which
is responsible for her unpopularity.
In spite of all her philanthropy, her generosity, and her
cleverness, and notwithstanding the bkmelessness of her
life, she is not liked by the people of her adopted country,
and this, while it has not prevented her from playing a
preponderant role in German politics, as above described,
has proved an obstacle to her exercise of any influence upon
the German people. After all, this absence of tact may be
excused, for it is usually wanting in people of genius. She
is very tender-hearted, and will not, if she can prevent it,
allow any living thing on the estate to be disturbed or
killed.
No description of Empress Frederick seems complete
without adding thereto a brief reference to the grand-mas-
ter of her court, Count Seckendorff, who may be said to
have devoted his entire life to her service, and to that of
her husband. A scion of one of the oldest houses of the
Prussian aristocracy, and bearing a name that figures fre-
quently in the pages of German history, he was attached to
the household of Empress Frederick as chamberlain in
the early days of her marriage, and the only time since
then when he has been absent from her side was during
the war; for the count is no mere drawing-room soldier,
as is the case with so many military men who are in at-
tendance on royalty. He has seen active service in the
wars of 1864, 1866 and 1870, winning the iron cross for
bravery in the latter campaign, and was likewise attached
to Lord Napier's expedition to Abyssinia, which found its
climax in the storming of Magdala, and in the death of
Emperor Theodore.
As an artist he may be said to be almost as gifted as
Empress Frederick is herself, and his paintings have won

